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jo.  Lorn ' L.  Jean  <ljean@lalgbtcenter.org>,  dgarcia@lalgbtcenter.org,  Mark  Supper  <msupper@layn.org> 

Jamoralm,  Tiffany  Anne"  <tjamoralin@chla.usc.edu>,  Arlene  Schneir  <ASchneir@chla.usc.edu>,  Heather’ 
Carmichael  <HCarmichael@myfriendsplace.org>,  BBedrossian  <bbedrossian@covca.org>,  Tod  Lipka 
<tod@stepuponsecond. org> , Kerry  Morrison  <Kerry@hollywoodbid.org> 

Cc:  Angelo  Yenko  <angelo.yenko@lacity.org> 

Hello  everyone, 


I hope  this  message  finds  you  well.  As  I've  previously  discussed  with  some  of  you,  I would  like  to  formally 
request  your  respective  organizations'  participation  in  a meeting  to  discuss  youth  homelessness  issues  with 
our  office  and  staff  from  the  Chief  Legislative  Analyst  (CLA). 

CLA  staff  is  working  on  the  report  for  the  City's  comprehensive  strategy  on  homelessness.  We  want  to 
specifically  make  sure  we  address  matters  affecting  homeless  youth,  particularly  LGBT  youth,  and  earlier  this 
year  Councilmember  O'Farrell  co-introduced  a Motion  on  this  subject  (attached). 

Accordingly,  we'd  like  to  meet  with  the  following  organizations  listed  in  the  Motion  that  fall  within  Council  District 

13:  LA  LGBT  Center,  Los  Angeles  Youth  Network,  My  Friend's  Place,  Hollywood  Homeless  Youth 
Partnership,  Covenant  House  California  and  Step  Up. 

The  meeting  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  December  10th  at  9:30  AM  at  our  Echo  Park  District  Office:  1722 
Sunset  Boulevard,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90026. 

Please  RSVP  to  me  directly  and  let  me  know  who  from  your  organization  will  be  attending. 

Thank  you  so  much  for  all  that  you  do,  and  have  a wonderful  Thanksgiving. 

Best  Regards, 


Dan  Halden 

Hollywood  Field  Deputy 
Office  of  Councilmember  Mitch  O'Farrell 
1722  Sunset  Boulevard,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90026 
(213)207-3015  | www.cd13.com 
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MO  TION  ad  hoc  Hornelg^s 


With  the  release  of  the  Los  Angeles  Homeless  Services  Authority’s  (LAHSA)  biennial  Los 
Angeles  Homeless  Count,  statistics  indicate  that  1 8 percent  of  the  homeless  population  in  Los 
Angeles  County  are  individuals  under  the  age  of  25.  According  to  the  National  Alliance  to  End 
Homelessness,  “nearly  1.7  million  youth  under  the  age  of  18  run  away  from  home  and/or  spend 
time  homeless  each  year  in  the  United  States.  Approximately  400,000  of  these  children  remain 
outside  of  their  home  for  over  a week,  and  125,000  are  homeless  for  over  a month.” 

Research  shows  that  the  primary  reasons  youth  become  homeless  are  family  conflict, 
exiting  the  foster  care  system,  or  release  from  the  juvenile  justice  system.  It  is  consistently  reported 
that  conflict  at  home  with  parents  and  caregivers  is  the  major  cause  of  homelessness  among  youth. 
Whether  the  specific  cause  is  physical  or  sexual  abuse,  drug  or  alcohol  use,  or  being  kicked 
out/thrown  out  of  the  family  home,  youth  find  themselves  on  the  street  without  stable  housing 
alternatives.  Every  year,  youth  age  16  or  older  transition  from  foster  care  to  legal  emancipation, 
navigating  the  transition  to  adult  hood  without  support.  Furthermore,  youth  and  young  adults  in 
the  juvenile  justice  system  are  incarcerated  during  a key  developmental  phase  of  adolescence. 
When  released  they  often  lack  the  necessary  skills  to  cope  with  adult  responsibilities  and  can  be 
exited  from  the  system  without  adequate  plans  for  how  to  reunite  with  family  or  other  caring  adults 
and  ultimately  end  up  on  the  streets. 


According  to  the  National  Alliance  to  end  Homelessness,  “to  a large  extent,  the  factors  that 
lead  to  homelessness  for  LGBTQ  youth  are  the  same  as  for  other  youth:  family  conflict,  physical 
violence,  sexual  abuse,  chronic  neglect,  abandonment,  and  poverty.  However,  many  LGBTQ  leave 
or  are  driven  from  home  at  least  in  part  because  their  families  are  not  accepting  of  their  sexual 
orientation  or  gender  identity.  Once  LGBTQ  youth  leave  the  home  they  are  at  risk  for  being 
sexually  exploited  by  others.”  LGBTQ  youth  need  additional  support  in  building  a support  system 
and  sense  of  community. 


As  the  Ad  Hoc  Committee  on  Homelessness  develops  a comprehensive  plan  on 
homelessness  for  the  entire  homeless  population  in  the  City  of  Los  Angeles,  it  is  vital  that  the 
policymakers  of  the  City,  County  of  Los  Angeles,  and  LAHSA  formulate  and  implement  a targeted 
approach  to  youth  homelessness,  including  the  subpopulation  of  LGBTQ  youth. 


WE  THEREFORE  MOVE  to  INSTRUCT  the  CLA,  with  the  assistance  of  LAHSA,  the 
Housing  Community  & Investment  Department  (HCID),  the  Mayor’s  Office  of  External  Affairs, 
the  Los  Angeles  Police  Department,  the  Los  Angeles  County  Department  of  Children  and  Family 
Services,  the  County  of  Los  Angeles  Probation  Department,  and  the  Los  Angeles  County  Sheriff’s 
Department,  to  report  back  in  90  days  with  all  information  available  with  regard  to  policies,  public 
funding,  and  services  targeted  toward  youth  homelessness,  including  the  subpopulation  of  LGBTQ 
youth.  As  part  of  the  report,  the  CLA  shall  provide  recommendations  on  how  to  move  forward  to 
develop  a comprehensive  plan  to  reduce  youth  homelessness  in  the  City  of  Los  Angeles. 


WE  FURTHER  MOVE  to  INSTRUCT  the  CLA  to  report  back  in  60  days  with  a plan  to  hold 
community/town  hall  meetings  to  discuss  the  above-mentioned  report  with  the  public  and  receive  input 
on  how  to  move  forward  to  develop  a comprehensive  plan  to  reduce  youth  homelessness  in  the  City  of 
Los  Angeles,  including  the  subpopulation  of  LGBTQ  youth.  As  part  of  the  report,  the  CLA  shall  reach 
out  to  advocates,  service  providers,  and  private  funders  (e.g.  the  Los  Angeles  LGBT  Center,  California 
Immigrant  Youth  Justice  Alliance,  Familia,  Trans  Queer  Liberation  Movement,  An  Evening  with  Women, 
Los  Angeles  Youth  Network,  My  Friend’s  Place,  the  Hollywood  Homeless  Youth  Partnership,  Covenant 
House  California,  Step  Up,  Safe  Place  for  Youth,  Teen  Project,  etc.)  in  each  region  of  the  City  to  develop 
an  outreach  plan  and  partnership  with  the  appropriate  providers  and  funders  for  the  community/town  hall 
meetings. 
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